PREPARING TO   RECEIVE  COMPANY

" When Leeby gies ye a kick aneath the table
that'll be a sign to ye to say grace."

Hendiy looked at me apologetically while
these instructions came up.

" I winna dive my head wi' sic nonsense/' he
said ; it's no' for a man body to be sae crammed
fu' o' manners/'

" Come awa doon/' Jess shouted to him,
*' an1 put on a clean dickey."

" I'll better do't to please her/' said Hendiy,
" though for my ain part I dinna like the feel o*
a dickey on week-days. Na, they mak's think
it's the Sabbath/'

Ten minutes afterwards I went downstairs to
see how the preparations were progressing.
Fresh muslin curtains had been put up in the
room. The grand footstool, worked by Leeby,
was so placed that Tibbie could not help seeing
it; and a fine cambric handkerchief, of which
Jess was very proud, was hanging out of a
drawer as if by accident. An antimacassar
lying carelessly on the seat of a chair concealed
a rent in the horse-hair, and the rhfaa. ornaments
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